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Land Bank Removes Creosote Debris From Deer Harbor Beach

The San Juan County Land Bank completed a creosote removal project over the winter as the first phase of a clean-up at its Deer Harbor Waterfront Park site.  Over six tons of creosoted logs and boards - remnants of pilings and docks - were collected along 650 feet of shoreline, placed in a disposal container, and hauled to an approved hazardous waste site in eastern Oregon.

Accumulated creosoted materials rest on many beaches throughout the islands, often concentrating along the shore in places such as Deer Harbor where there is a long history of marine-related structures.  A persistent pollutant, creosote leaches toxic chemicals into the environment where they threaten the health of humans and the marine food chain. 

Matching funds for the creosote removal and disposal were provided through a partnership between the Northwest Straits Commission (NWSC) and the Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR). These agencies, working with local Marine Resource Committees, have made identification and removal of creosote-laden wood from beaches in Washington’s seven northwest straits counties a high priority. 

The Land Bank is committed to safeguarding the health of the land under its care.  “Working to have cleaner, safer beaches and supporting restoration of forage fish spawning areas are key stewardship goals for our shoreline properties”, explains Lincoln Bormann, Land Bank Director.  “With the initiative, leadership and support of the NWRC and DNR - as well as the invaluable assistance of community volunteers – we believe efforts to remove creosote contamination along our beaches will make a lasting difference in the health of the San Juan Island’s marine environment.”   

Additional information: 

Northwest Straits Commission Marine Program:  www.nwstraits.org/
Washington Department of Natural Resources:  www.dnr.wa.gov/
San Juan County Land Bank:  www.co.san-juan.wa.us/land_bank/
San Juan County Marine Resources Committee:  www.sjcmrc.org/
[image: image1.jpg]



