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View from Turtleback Mountain , Orcas Island, photo by Kurt Thorson

Nature Visits Art
They worked together to save Turtleback Mountain and to Finish the Bight, now the San Juan Preservation Trust and the San Juan County Land Bank are bringing photographs of these and other special island properties to the lobby of the San Juan Community Theater.  Theater-goers will not only experience live dramatic art during the month of September, but also the beauty of the islands in photographs of properties preserved and protected by the joint efforts of  the Land Bank and the Preservation Trust.

Professional quality photographs of some of San Juan County’s most scenic places will be on display beginning September 4, 2007.  The photographs include work by  Kurt Thorson of Orcas Island, Steve Horn of Lopez Island, Eric Kessler of San Juan Island and Doug McCutchen, Land Steward for the San Juan County Land Bank.  

While the Preservation Trust and the Land Bank have similar conservation goals, there are distinct differences in organizational structure, funding sources and differences in mandates.  The San Juan Preservation Trust was founded in 1979 by a small group of Orcas Islanders.  It is a private non-profit organization, funded entirely by private donations.    The Preservation Trust is governed by a 20-member volunteer board of trustees from nine islands, and its programs are managed by a six-person staff.  The San Juan Preservation Trust is dedicated to helping people protect forests, working farmland, wildlife habitats, wetlands, shorelines, and scenic vistas through out the archipelago, including the islands of San Juan Skagit, and Whatcom counties, through private voluntary action.  

The San Juan County Land Bank was created by San Juan County voters in 1990 and renewed again in 1999.  Funding is generated through a 1% real estate transfer tax paid by purchasers of property in the County.  Public participation and local opinion guide the seven-member, volunteer Land Bank Commission.  The Land Bank Commissioners represent all the islands of San Juan County and are appointed by the County Council.  Citizens recommend properties for acquisition, providing input at various meetings and public hearings.  The Land Bank is mandated to preserve in perpetuity areas in the County that have environmental, agricultural, aesthetic, cultural, scientific, historic, scenic or low-intensity recreational value, and to protect existing and future sources of potable water.

While they are separate entities, the two organizations do leverage their respective strengths to maximize the pace and quality of land conservation in the San Juans.  The Preservation Trust and the Land Bank consult with each other frequently, searching for those rare opportunities when the potential of their combined forces might exceed the sum of their individual efforts.   Successful Land Bank and Preservation Trust collaborations include Mt. Disney on Waldron Island; Hogback Mountain, the Orcas tidelands, Buck Bay, Turtleback Mountain and Crescent Beach on Orcas Island; Mount Ben Preserve on San Juan Island; and Mosquito Pass Preserve on Henry Island.  The two groups hope  that soon Watmough Bight on Lopez Island will be added to this list of special places preserved in the San Juans.

For more information about the Preservation Trust, visit www.sjpt.org or call 468-3202.

For more information about the Land Bank, visit www.co.san-juan.wa.us/land_bank or call, 378-4402.

