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Island Places Provide Inspiration 

Young adult writers were challenged to write about ‘Island Refuge: Conservation and Personal Meaning’ by the second annual young adult essay contest sponsored by the San Juan County Land Bank.   Joshua Cook’s essay transports the reader to an autumn day at Fisherman Bay Preserve on Lopez.  Zach Milkis’ poem inspired by Lime Kiln Preserve, elicits the sounds of the outdoor experience as well as the sights.  They were both awarded First Place honors for their writing.

The judges named the entries from Cook and Milkis as Co-First Place winners and split the first and second place awards equally between them.  They will each receive $175.

A wide range of thoughtfully written essays and poems were submitted and judged by Nancy H. Jones, a Land Bank Commissioner at large and Ted Grossman, retired Islands’ Sounder Editor.  "It was a privilege to read the entries and share in their appreciation of the beauty of the place in which they are growing up", commented Nancy Jones.

“I was very impressed with the quality of the writings submitted to the Land Bank. What particularly struck me was seeing the youngsters go beyond pointing out the obvious need for each individual and community to protect its natural resources. The youngsters also wrote from their hearts as they described how they have been profoundly impacted by the islands environment. There was indeed a spiritual quality to the pieces, and they touched me greatly”, said Ted Grossman.  . 

This isn’t the first writing award for Zack Milkis.  He won the middle school division of the San Juan Island Library’s Young Authors Fiction Contest in 2004.  He attends Spring Street International School in Friday Harbor.   

Cook is a student at Lopez Island Secondary School.  He is working to attain the rank of Eagle Scout.  

The Land Bank’s Young Adult Essay Contest started in 2006 with prizes provided by donation from members of our island communities.   

About the San Juan County Land Bank

In 1990 and again in 1999, San Juan County voters approved funding for the San Juan County Land Bank.  Funds are generated through a 1% real estate transfer tax paid by purchasers of property in the County.  Land Bank funds are set aside expressly for the purpose of preserving the natural heritage of the San Juan Islands.  The Land Bank has protected over 4,500 acres of important conservation lands throughout the San Juan Islands.  For more information, contact the Land Bank at 378-4402.
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Zach Milkis at Lime Kiln Preserve, San Juan Island   
        Photo by Jillian Hopkins

[image: image2.jpg]



Joshua Cook at Fisherman’s Bay, Lopez Island                      Photo by Monte Cook

