






In 2007, the Land Bank once again partnered
successfully with the San Juan Preservation Trust
to acquire an impor tant proper ty in the Islands.˚Unlike
Tur tleback, which at nearly 1,600 acres and 1,500 feet of
elevation is visible from many points around the County, the
Watmough acquisition is small and tucked into the most
remote corner of Lopez Island.

What Watmough Bay lacks in size (7.3 acres) and in visibility
it more than makes up in terms of significance.˚ The acquisition,
along with the expected donation of an adjacent piece of
proper ty, completely protects this impor tant bay from the
impacts of development.˚ The rocky shorelines and beaches
and cedar groves will always be there for people to enjoy.˚
Together with surrounding Bureau of Land Management
proper ties, this acquisition creates nearly 400 acres of
contiguous protected forests, hills, freshwater wetlands and
pristine shoreline.

In addition to the par tnership with the San Juan Preservation
Trust, the Land Bank successfully applied for an acquisition
grant from the Salmon Recovery Funding Board to protect
nearshore habitat for Chinook salmon.˚This was a first for
the Land Bank.˚ Hopefully, it will open door for new possibilities
in protecting critical shoreline areas.

One walk down to the Bay or along some of the trails on the
preserve or on the adjacent Chadwick Hill and most people
find themselves seduced by the majesty and silence of the
place.˚ It is one of the best opportunities for Islanders to see
how things might have been at some time long in the past.˚
It is easy to imagine Native Americans (and the archaeological
record confirms this) beaching their canoes in the protected
bay and drying salmon over open fires.˚˚Looking across at
Boulder Island and Mount Baker.˚ Gauging the tides and
currents for their next excursions.˚This magical place is now
yours and ours for the foreseeable future. 7

Watmough Bay
Preser ve

S P O T L I G H T  O N

(above) Indian pa intbrush (Cast i l l e ja ) ; ( top, r ight)  The acquis i t ion secured publ ic  access to a wel l - loved tra i l  pass ing impress ive old growth f i r  trees with

f i l tered v iews across the Bay ; (bottom, r ight)  Views from the beach stretch across Rosar io Stra i t  to the d istant  peak of  Mount Baker.

Low Intensity Recreational Access

The Land Bank is committed to providing low intensity

recreational access for the citizens for San Juan County.˚

Quiet forest trails, precious wildflower prairies, and

sweeping vistas of snowcapped peaks, and dramatic

shorelines are the iconic features that kept or drew

most of us here.˚Our marine environment is among

the richest in the world and as we re learning has

fragile and intimate ties to our upland activities.

˚

While the Land Bank takes low intensity recreational

access seriously, it always weighs public access carefully

against the ecological and other concerns.˚ Land Bank

preserves are considered natural areas to which limited

public access is provided.˚Our guiding principle is to

ensure that public access does not compromise the

ecological integrity of the lands.˚Our parking areas are

purposely small and our recreational developments

intentionally limited to rustic trails.˚



The Impact on
Your Taxes

( le f t )  Peacefu l  winter v iew across Hummel Lake ,

Lopez Is land s only freshwater lake .
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Volunteering
with the Land Bank is a wonderful way to
connect with the land and our community.˚ Over the last year
dozens of volunteers have helped construct trails, monitor
properties, remove noxious weeds, and support administrative
effor ts.˚

On Lopez Island a new trail was constructed at Hummel Lake
through the ongoing effor t of volunteers including the Lopez
Island Conservation Corps, a youth conservation program
coordinated by Nick Teague of the Bureau of Land Management.
On San Juan Island volunteers turned out to help clean and
maintain trails following a tumultuous winter.˚ Volunteers on
Orcas Island help build and maintain trails, record species
occurrences, keep preserves litter free, control invasive species,
and assist with restoration projects.

Volunteering your time helps the Land Bank stewardship
program stay streamlined and efficient. As a volunteer you
make an investment in stewardship of community lands and
help ensure their care into the future.

To learn more about volunteer opportunities, please

give us a call (378-4402) or stop by the Land Bank office.

You may also use the enclosed return card to detail your

interests or unique skills. We ll do our best to match you

with a meaningful project.

Marcy Lund
passed away peacefully
at home on March 5 ,2008.˚
She loved Orcas Island
and was dedicated to
preserving the special qualities we cherish
as islanders.

Prior to joining the Land Bank Commission
in 1993, Marcy was instrumental in the
preservation of Madrona Point.˚ As a Land Bank
Commissioner she raised community awareness
of the impor tance of land conservation, and
during her tenure, the Land Bank secured
easements and acquisitions that will forever
preserve the beauty of Crow Valley, Crescent
Beach and Entrance Mountain.

As owner of the beloved Caf  Olga and
through her numerous community activities,
Marcy demonstrated the value of living simply
and finding joy in all that surrounded her.
Her generosity of spirit was a gift to all who
knew her.

The only Land Bank properties removed from the San Juan
County property tax roll are lands that are purchased
outright. Conservation Easement properties remain in private
ownership and the owner continues to pay the property
taxes. The Land Bank strives to secure conservation easements
when possible.˚ However, easements are not always the most
appropriate land protection tool.˚ The Land Bank may purchase
key properties to protect important habitat or provide public
access for low-intensity recreation.
˚
Between 1991 and December 2007, the Land Bank preserved
4,758 acres of land.˚This includes conservation easements
on 1,878 privately owned acres and the outright purchase
of 2,880 acres.˚Statistics on land sales, new construction and
local property taxes show that the Land Bank purchase of
2,880 acres has caused only a slight impact on the County-
wide property tax base.
˚
Your Taxes One basic method to determine the
effect that the removal of 2,880 Land Bank acres from the
property tax rolls could have on your property taxes is to
calculate a county-wide average tax per acre. It is important
to note that this is an average.˚ Tax rates vary depending
upon the services provided in each particular taxing district.˚
For example, properties located in Eastsound are taxed at
a different rate than properties in Friday Harbor.˚

˚
The Impact  Land Bank ownership of 2,880 acres
of land has resulted in the reduction of the tax base by
less than one percent, (0.76 %).˚ If these 2,880 acres were
added back to the 93,395 taxable County acres, the average
tax would decrease by four cents per thousand dollars of
taxable value.1

The Benefits  The Land Bank is protecting cherished
views; wildlife habitat and historic areas; preserving open
space, and providing for recreational access.˚ While there
is typically no public access on lands with conservation
easements, many of the properties the Land Bank owns
are open to the public and free of charge.
˚
Please feel free to call the Land Bank office or your Land
Bank Commissioner with any questions.

1 Calculations are based on Statement of 2006 Assessment and taxes to
be collected in 2007 for San Juan County, and Statement of 2007 Assessment
and taxes to be collected in 2008 for San Juan County.˚These publication
produced by the San Juan County Assessor s Office .

A property in San Juan
County assessed at $500,000,
could have an estimated
increase in annual property
taxes of $20.00 due to the
Land Bank purchases.

The Land Bank lost
a dear friend and
former Commissioner
(1994-2002) in 2007
with the passing of
Joan
Roberts,
followed soon after
by her husband Ted.

Joan and Ted purchased the 30-acre Oak
Knoll Farm on San Juan Island in 1970, while
raising their family in Salt Lake City. When the
Rober ts made the farm their home for good,
Joan devoted her time to raising purebred
North Country Cheviot sheep. Ted and Joan
loved the beauty and productivity of their farm,
and donated a conservation easement to the
Land Bank in 2004 to encourage continued
agricultural use of the property while protecting
the farm s signature Garry oak woodlands.˚
Joan s commitment to land protection and
stewardship has a lasting legacy at Oak Knoll
Farm, and in the hear ts of many islanders.˚

I N  M E M O R Y



1 
The Land Bank s financial transactions are audited by the San Juan County
Auditor s office .  The Land Bank s financial statements and internal financial
controls are also audited annually by the State Auditor in conjunction with
the annual San Juan County audit.

2 
Transfers to Stewardship Fund for new projects; Westside Preser ve Addition,
Cady Mountain Addition, Watmough Bight Addition acquisitions.  Also includes
amounts for 2007 site enhancement projects.

3
The Land Ordinance restr icts the amount of administration expenses to 
10% or less of income. Between 1991-2007 administration expenses averaged
5.7% of revenue.

2007 USES OF FUNDS

ACQUISITIONS $  2,576,471
DEBT SERVICE   2,107,984
TRANSFER TO STEWARDSHIP FUND 292,8012

ADMINISTRATION 273,678

Total $ 5,250,934

2007 SOURCES OF FUNDING

REAL ESTATE EXCISE TAX $     3,319,585
INTEREST 511,969
CONSERVATION FUTURES TAX 254,570
PRIVATE GIFTS, BEQUESTS 200
REFUND OF PRIOR YEAR EXPENSE 10,077
OTHER 1,187

Total Income $  4,097,588

ADMINISTRATION

   5 .2%

TRANSFER TO

STEWARDSHIP FUND  5 .6%

ACQUISITIONS

   49 .1%

1 The Land Bank Ordinance restr icts the amount of administration expenses to 10% or less of

income. Between 1991—2007 administration expenses averaged 5.7% of revenue.
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The primary source of funding for the San Juan County
Land Bank is a one percent real estate excise tax paid by purchasers
of proper ty in the County. Other sources of revenue include the
conservation futures tax, private donations, grants and interest
income.

Public opinion helps guide spending decisions. The Land Bank
Commission s seven citizen volunteers representing all the islands,
and the staff work together to allocate Land Bank dollars to meet
our conservation priorities. A por tion of this income is used to
administer the program.1 Commission meetings are held monthly
and the public is always welcome.

INTEREST   12 .5%

CONSERVATION

FUTURES TAX   6 .3%

REAL ESTATE

EXCISE TAX   81%

10 11

C O N S E R V A T I O N  A R E A  F U N D

DEBT SERVICE

40.1%

effor ts, Lopez Hill remains in public ownership with its trails open.
A similar solution for San Juan s Mitchell Hill is in the works.˚ Volunteer
trail advocacy groups Orcas Pathways and the San Juan Island Trails
Committee have forged partnerships with the Land Bank to develop
new public trails with willing private landowners.˚And, finally, the
remarkable trails of Turtleback Mountain Preserve, and the unspoiled
splendor of Watmough Bay, would not be there for posterity had not
the San Juan Preservation Trust and the Land Bank joined forces.˚˚˚

There is little doubt that the islands have seen significant change in
the last two decades. Growth of our economy and jobs created by
building trades, real estate, and tourism are impor tant.˚ It is equally
impor tant that we hold onto some of the special character of the
islands for ourselves and the natural world.˚ All county residents
deserve the chance to walk a quiet forest trail, take in vistas of islands
and mountains, and stand on a beach watching the tide roll in. The
San Juan County Land Bank is fulfilling its mission to provide these
places and make possible such experiences. It is our best local tool
for insuring we maintain what we cherish most: our sense of place.˚

˚

P U B L I C  A C C E S S

L O W - I M P A C T

As part of its mandate, the Land Bank is
committed to providing low-impact public access to the
stunning forests, prairies, and shorelines that make the
San Juan Islands so special.˚Just shy of eighteen years after its
formation, the Land Bank has purchased 3012 acres in the
county.˚These preserves include landmarks like the scenic
Westside, Deadman Bay and Limekiln preserves on San Juan
Island; Upright Head, Fisherman Bay Spit, Hummel Lake, and
Watmough Bay preserves on Lopez Island; and Crescent Beach,

Deer Harbor Park, Eastsound Waterfront Park and of course
Tur tleback Mountain Preserve on Orcas Island.˚

The Land Bank makes a concerted effort to allow public access
whenever feasible, appropriate, and desired by the community.
When tallied by number of acquisitions, county-wide 60 percent
of the Land Bank s properties are currently open to the public.˚
Broken up by island, 53 percent are open to access on
San Juan,˚47% on Orcas, and 100% on Lopez.˚The Land Bank
intends to open an additional 33 percent overall (37% on
San Juan Island, 43% on Orcas Island).˚In 2008 three new
preserves will open to public access on San Juan Island.

Sometimes it takes a while before a Land Bank proper ty can
be made available for public use.˚ For example, an access route
may need to be worked out with neighbors, a key connecting
parcel may also need to be secured, or special environmental
factors such as wetlands and shoreline may entail permits and
planning that slow the creation of a trail.˚In other cases, the
Land Bank commission determines that a preserve is not
appropriate for public access.˚To date these have included
purchases that help protect the Town of Friday Harbor s Trout
Lake watershed, land that is in active agricultural use, and some
ecologically sensitive areas.˚˚˚

Alliances with other groups have protected existing public
access oppor tunities, and created new ones.˚The Land Bank
has worked extensively with the state Department of Natural
Resources, trying to find alternatives to the state selling off
their significant San Juan County lands.˚ Thanks in part to these

Hummel Lake provides scenic

v iews even in the winter.
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Cover photos (clockwise):

Doe on Entrance Mountain,

Orcas Island; Aerial  view of

Watmough Bay, Lopez Island; Hikers

on San Juan Island; New growth fir.

Photos by E l iza  Habegger,

Er ic  Kess ler, Kurt Thorson,

Doug McCutchen, Kar i  Koski .

SAN JUAN COUNTY LAND BANK

COMMISSIONERS 2007
Lisa Nash Lawrence, Chair ;
Amanda Azous, Tom Cowan, Nancy Greene,
Nancy Harvey Jones, Thom Pence,
Mary Blackstone (2007).

STAFF
Lincoln Bormann, Director
Eliza Habegger, Land Steward
Doug McCutchen, Preserve Steward
Diane Kinnaman, Department Assistant
Judy Cumming, Office Manager
Ruthie Dougherty, Orcas Island Preserve Steward
Pamela Gross, Operations Coordinator
  (left the Land Bank in March, 2007)

The public is welcome at every monthly
Land Bank Commission meeting.

Call us at 360.378.4402 or visit our website at
www.sjclandbank.org

To preserve in perpetuity areas in the county that

have environmental , agricultural , aesthetic ,

cultural, scientific, historic, scenic or low-intensity

recreational value and to protect existing and

future sources of potable water.

THE LAND BANK MANDATE
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To preserve in perpetuity areas in the county that have environmental, agricultural, aesthetic, cultural, scientific, historic, scenic
or low-intensity recreational value and to protect existing and future sources of potable water.

T H E  L A N D  B A N K  M A N D A T E




